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Manof
Hemp
German entrepreneur
Daniel Kruse recently
marked his 25-year
anniversary in industrial
hemp. HempToday
talked with Europe’s
busiest hemp executive
about the past, present
and future of the industry.

DANIEL KRUSE is the founder of Hempro International
GmbH, a vertically integrated, Düsseldorf-based producer
and wholesaler of hemp food products and raw materials,
textiles, accessories and cosmetics. HempConsult GmbH,
his independent consulting firm, advises entrepreneurs,
start-ups, investors and other industry stakeholders worldwide. Kruse is also a principal and takes active roles in Hanf
Farm , a farming, CBD and food company; cannabinoids
producer and medical cannabis trader MH medical hemp;
and Hemp Factory, a solar powered hemp food factory. He
has served on the European Industrial Hemp Association
(EIHA) board of directors since 2013 and has served as
president of EIHA since 2019.
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Interview

The next big wave of success in our industry is
just starting. The demand for sustainable and
healthy products has never been so strong.

HempToday: Your first hemp company
was famously born in a former Düsseldorf
police station more than 25 years ago.
What was the business?
Daniel Kruse: I started with the hemp retail Hanf Haus (hemp house) in the center
of Düsseldorf ’s old town.
HT: What do you consider your biggest
professional achievement through your
two and a half decades in the business?
DK: Opening our own factory, the Hemp
Factory, for food production, which is solar
powered and has highest possible quality
standards. Also supporting the development of the MultiCombine Harvester.
HT: What are the biggest misconceptions
about getting into and running a successful business in the hemp industry?
DK: While hemp provides unlimited
chances, business life provides unlimited
challenges. The hemp industry is almost
like every other industry - it takes time to
become mature. And it needs patience to
get your business established.
HT: Where do you see the industries in
five years? Which outputs will rise and
fall?
DK: The next big wave of success in our
industry is just starting. The demand for
sustainable and healthy products has never
been so strong. Even large retail chains and
multinational companies are discovering
hemp. Food and feed products will rise
strongly for sure.
Fiber and construction material will
have unforeseen success. Even the textile
industry will take a closer look at hemp.
The CBD sector should stay stable until we
finally have achieved the novel food registration and that will be the starting point of
the second upswing for those outputs.
HT: What battles are ahead and how
many more lawsuits will it take to normalize industrial hemp in Germany?
DK: For years the German and European
authorities have put up obstacles or failed
to move these out of the way. The latest

rulings by the European Court of Justice
and the BGH (Germany’s Federal Court
of Justice) on industrial hemp products strengthen our legal position. Most
recently, the city of Düsseldorf also had
to back down on a CBD-containing food
sales ban. Politicians are finally seeing the
commercial hemp industry as a partner,
and especially with regard to the goal of
EU climate neutrality by 2050.
HT: What’s the status of fiber hemp
farming and processing in Germany? Do
you see enough of a local market to support such products as building materials
and animal bedding? Are there potential
markets for technical fibers? In Germany
or abroad?
DK: Fiber hemp farming, processing and
the marketing of products such as building materials, technical applications and
animal bedding will increase tremendously. But of course, for this we need the
whole plant approach. Fibers can only
be competitive when seed and leaves can
be marketed at the same time. And vice
versa – seed and leaves will be available on
the market for reasonable prices as soon as
fiber production increases.
HT: How do you see carbon credits for
farming shaping up in Europe, and how
big a role can hemp play in those markets?
DK: I believe carbon credit will be a major
change for the farming landscape of Europe and hemp will play its major role. The
goals for sustainable and carbon neutral
agriculture and bio-economy are set on a
political level and very soon industry will
see this as a new opportunity and align
with this approach.
One of the partner companies of my
company group, Hanf Farm GmbH,
is already gearing up and preparing to
be able to cover all three main areas of
industrial hemp production in the future.
HT: Looking at it from abroad, China
seems to be moving quickly on hemp. How
much of that is real, and how much is hype?

DK: From my personal experience on site
and from the intel I receive, I’m very sure
that the Chinese approach and development regarding hemp is real. China
understood long time ago how important
hemp, hemp raw materials and products
will be in the future.
HT: You’re leading companies in farming, food, cannabinoids, clothing and
accessories and consulting while also
serving as president at EIHA. What are
the keys to successfully managing such a
broad portfolio?
DK: Quality and reliability. And, of
course, you need legal and planning
security granted and decided by the legislature and administered by the executive
branches of governments. Europe, and
especially Germany, have to get rid of
the arbitrariness of authorities that has
hindered the development of our market
during recent years.
As you know, at EIHA, I am particularly active in my specialty of cannabinoids in food. I have been involved in the
topic of THC in food for 15 years and
CBD for 10 years. My cooperation with
internationally renowned hemp experts
as well as the advisory committee of the
EIHA summarizes the well-founded
know-how from practice and science in
the hemp and food sector. In the course
of our joint work, various position papers
and studies on THC and CBD in food
have already been prepared and published. Now, finally, after many years, our
positions are taken into consideration on
the political and administrative levels.
HT: As you look back over your two and
a half decades in hemp, what moments
are seared in your memory?
DK: In 25 years one does have a couple
of those moments: Launching our first
own-brand products, opening my own
factory, speaking to European Commission, and traveling around the world
meeting business partners and other
dedicated hemp stakeholders in other
countries.
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At-a-Glance

Hempro Int > Portfolio

FOOD

Profile: Producer and wholesaler
of a wide range of hemp products
including food, clothing, accessories and cosmetics. Direct-toconsumer sales through its online
shop.
CEO: Rebecca Kruse
Founded: 2002
Headquarters: Düsseldorf, Germany

COSMETICS

ACCESSORIES

FASHIONS

The Hemp Line brand high-quality personal
care products – creams, body lotions, foam
baths, shower gels and massage oils – are all
made of natural raw materials.

Functional design, quality and durability –
backed up by a guarantee – are the hallmarks
of the PURE brand of bags, backpacks,
rucksacks and other accessories.

Based on cold-pressed hemp oil, ideal for
skin care due to the physical and biochemical effects of its fatty acids, the formulas
are complemented by herbal extracts and
essential oils.

The PURE brand dates to 1995, when
the PURE HF Collection of bags was first
introduced to the market –well ahead of its
time. Because Hempro Int. has been selling
PURE accessories since 2002, the company is
intimate with the brand values that have driven
the products’ success.

CONTACT:
marketing@hempro.com
hempro.com
Hempro Int. CEO Rebecca Kruse

Foods lead way in Hempro Int.’s
broad portfolio of products

The HANF FARM brand portfolio,
marketed and sold under HempHolding’s Hempro Int. unit, includes powder
products, blends of oils for wellness,
cosmetics, food and feed, as well as feed
from native proteins & phyto-nutrients.

L

egacy European hemp company
collections from both 100% hemp and
Hempro International GmbH said dehemp/organic cotton blends. That division
mand for its hemp foods are on the rise
of the company was launched in 2008.
as the company marks its 19th year in business
With its acquisition of the PURE brand
in 2021.
of bags and accessories in 2017, Hempro Int.
That means the company is shipping greater
strengthened its position in hemp textilevolumes of its HANF FARM-branded packbased accessories.
aged foods this year along with high-quality
While the company had been selling
bulk raw material. Hempro Int.’s
PURE bags since 2005 under
HANF FARM line of products
a license, its knowledge of the
has been a major driver in the
brand, and bringing it fully in
company’s emergence as Euhouse, opens broader marketing
rope’s leading hemp player.
and product development posNext to its own-brand
sibilities, Kruse says.
products, Hempro Int.´s main
As Hempro Int. has carebusiness is industrial scale hemp
fully added more and more
foods production and bulk
products through the years, the
distribution, through which the
deal with PURE was a special
company is meeting demand for
one. “We have a long hisraw materials in the fast-growing
tory with these products, their
hemp foods sector in Europe
creators and the brand,” Kruse
and around the world.
said. “So it was a natural fit. We
Hempro Int., based in Düsknow the owners personally,
seldorf, is a vertically integrated
and it all went down as deals
Protein sales are on the rise
producer and wholesaler of hemp
like this should, with both sides
foods, textiles, accessories and cosreally happy in the end.”
metics products.
Facing the challenges
Cosmetics sales strong
HanfHaus Düsseldorf, which opened
While hemp food hit its stride over the past
its doors in 1995, was the foundation stone
few years, the company says sales of cosmetics
for founder Daniel Kruse’s hemp career, he
products from Hempro Int.’s The Hemp Line
said. Since that time, the company has sucfamily of high-quality creams, soaps, shamcessfully navigated the sometimes treacherpoos and lotions are also moving up.
ous path through hemp, overcoming the
Hempro Int. also sells a line of affordable,
obstacles through determination and coldurable, casual hemp fashions – also branded
laborative decision making at the strategic
as The Hemp Line – with men’s and women’s
and management levels.
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HANF FARM-branded products are
sourced from Hanf Farm GmbH, a
specialist in cultivation, processing and
worldwide marketing of high-quality hemp
products, and a HempHolding company.

Only fabrics made purely from hemp or a mixture of hemp and organic cotton are used for
the constantly evolving collections in The Hemp
Line fashion portfolio.
The high proportion of unsaturated fatty acids
in these products (80 percent) helps the skin
retain moisture. Thanks to the combination
of the essential fatty acids linoleic acid and
alpha-linolenic acid with the rare gammalinolenic acid, the products can also be used
for skin diseases such as neurodermatitis or
psoriasis. With their slightly acidic pH value
sitting between 4 and 6.5, the cosmetic
products from The Hemp Line support the
skin’s natural acid mantle and prevent it from
drying out.

Durable, breathable, antibacterial and, most importantly, comfortable, fashions in the collection
respect nature. Environmentally friendly dyes
used in the garments are completely degradable and tested for harmful substances. Attention to sustainability extends to such details as
the garment labels, for which only biodegradable paints and water-based inks are used.

Beyond Hempro Int.’s focus on the highest
quality, brand personality and character, a
key consideration for the PURE brand, its
suppliers and customers is the sustainability
the products. All materials that go into PURE
accessories are traceable back 100% to
ecological sources.

All products are derived from controlled
organic cultivation without the use of
pesticides or other chemicals.
HANF FARM products contain essential,
rare, easily digestible polyunsaturated
fatty acids optimal for the human body.
Vitamins such as B1, B2, folic acid and
vitamin E as well as calcium, iron, potassium, magnesium and trace elements of
other beneficial elements are all present in
HANF FARM products.

No animal testing is conducted in the
manufacturing of cosmetic products from The
Hemp Line. The majority of the products are
certified according to the guidelines of International Cosmetic and Detergents Association
e. V. (ICADA). As far as possible, plants from
controlled organic farming or certified wild harvesting are used, and the protection of animal
species is always respected.

Because the company has been selling PURE
bags since 2002, later becoming a licensee in
2005 and then purchasing PURE operations in
2019, its knowledge of the brand and bringing
PURE fully in house opens broad marketing
and product development possibilities.
From the raw material to the weaving of fabrics
to the finished product, The Hemp Line garments are produced under guidelines of the
International Association of the Natural Textile
Industry (IVN), where Hempro Int. is a member.
IVN guidelines guarantee the responsible
treatment of workers and respect for nature in
the manufacture of textiles in The Hemp Line
garments.
The production site is also certified under
Global Organic Textile Standards (GOTS).
All subcontractors work in accordance with
the socially responsible guidelines of the
International Labour Organization (ILO). That
guarantees The Hemp Line garments are ethically produced in addition to being of highest
quality and good for the earth.
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HEMP FACTORY

At-a-Glance
Profile: High-tech, solar-powered
factory making certified organic
products for the food processing
industry. Producer of a wide range
of products including cold-pressed
hemp oil, hemp flour, protein and
dietary fiber, shelled and unshelled
hemp seeds, and animal feed.
CEO: Daniel Kruse
Founded: 2014
Headquarters: Borken, Germany

Hemp protein powder and, below, solar panels that power the facility

Hemp Factory boosts capacity
as demand for protein picks up

CONTACT:
info@hempfactory.com
hempfactory.com

B

orken, Germany-based Hemp Factory
has increased production capacity at
its fully solar-powered food processing
facility near the German-Dutch border. The
biggest hemp food manufacturer in Central
Europe, the company said the upgrades come
as sales of dehulled hemp seed and hemp
protein are picking up.
Development of the facility was guided by
HempConsult GmbH, the Düsseldorf-based
hemp industry advisory.
HempConsult founder
and CEO Daniel Kruse
also serves as CEO at
Hemp Factory.
The highly efficient,
clean-energy factory is
the company’s way of
doubling down on its
commitment to sustainability, and is intended
to serve as an example to
the hemp industry that it can lead the process
of reducing carbon in the atmosphere.
“We all know hemp food can contribute to
environmentally friendly and healthy nutrition
for the growing world population,” said Kruse.
Product range
Hemp Factory produces hemp foodstuffs
for the processing industry from certified
organic hemp crops, with a strong emphasis
on quality.
The company employs germ reduction
technology in its production facilities, in addition to systems for cleaning and sorting to
produce highly cleaned whole hemp seeds;
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dehulling technology for hulled or shelled
hemp seeds; and a milling and sieving operation for hemp protein and dietary fiber.
Another production line turns out fodder,
concentrated feed stuffs and feed oil for the
animal feed industry, and supplies livestock
businesses with high-quality feed concentrates from by-products such as oil, oil cake
and coarse meal.
Quality control
With careful quality
control, Hemp Factory
offers comprehensive
analysis, continuous improvement of production
standards, and certification under Organic, Kosher, HACCP and GMP+
standards. The plant’s
quality management
system is to be extended to FSSC22000 in
the near future.
Hemp Factory’s no-emissions, cost
optimized complex features a solar roof that
provides electrical power for all facilities,
production and heating. The plant optimizes
waste separation, and the enterprise is using
electric forklifts and electric vehicles in its
transportation fleet.
Hemp Factory’s customers include wellknown food and baked goods producers as
well as leading wholesalers. The factory turns
out a variety of bulk hemp food products
for sister company Hempro International
GmbH, which has been selling hemp foods
since 2002.

Hemp Factory CEO Daniel Kruse
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At-a-Glance
Profile: Vertically integrated
industrial hemp grower; developer
of hemp harvesting and processing technology; producer of a wide
range of hemp food, and flower
and leaf material for extraction;
and fiber.
CEO: Rafael Dulon
Founded: 1997
Headquarters: Melz, Germany
Contact:
info@hanffarm.de
www.hanffarm.de

Hanf Farm GmbH CEO Rafael Dulon

Hanf Farm will double seed
output, launches carbon projects

H

ment with HempConnect, a Hamburg-based
anf Farm GmbH, Central Europe’s leader
startup that is working on methods to certify
in organic hemp cultivation and processing,
carbon credits for hemp agriculture and the
said it has doubled its output of planting
hemp supply chain.
seed and made its first moves into the hemp-based
Hanf Farm is also researching the potential
carbon sector.
for organic biochar produced from hemp stalks,
Hanf Farm also said it is on track to triple its
envisioning potential markets in such materials
output of hemp grain in 2022 to meet growing
as activated carbon, Terra Preta and graphene.
demand in the food sector.
Meanwhile the comA long time multiplier
pany is also advancing
of EU certified plantits core business in hemp
ing seed, Hanf Farm has
foods and biomass. Hanf
well-established relationFarm recently added
ships among international
organic high-quality tea
partners and seed banks.
leaves in different sizes,
The company also develpowder products from
ops hemp genetics from
plant leaves and blosapproved European hemp
soms, and a hemp root
breeds, can deliver food,
powder to its production
fiber and CBD varieties
portfolio. In addition
suitable for dual cropping,
and even turns out genet- Hanf Farm‘s farming and processing complex in Melz, to those products, the
company turns out hemp
ics adapted to individual
about 1.5 hours north of Berlin.
premium flower, CBD
customer requirements. In
and CBG extracts and oils, broad spectrum
addition, Hanf Farm has extensive experience in
distillates, isolates from natural cannabinoids,
the registration and approval processes required to
flower and leaf fodder for animal feed, and hemp
introduce new hemp cultivation varieties.
feed for fish, birds, cattle and horses.
All seeds from Hanf Farm are developed withAs Hanf Farm steadily expands its footprint
out genetic engineering, and the company employs
and activities in the development of sustainable
advanced separation technology and a state-of-thehemp agriculture near its operations in village of
art automated cleaning system in its cultivation
Melz in the state of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern
seed production line.
in northeast Germany, the company is wellHanf Farm’s recently launched initiative in
positioned to play its part in the broader regional
carbon farming is on two tracks. First, the company
economy. Access to certified organic agricultural
is studying the effects of hemp cultivation and
land in the area is particularly suitable for Hanf
monitoring carbon in the soil, in hemp plants and
Farm’s mission to grow and harvest industrial
in products. As a part of this sustainability initiative,
hemp for all of the plant’s potential.
Hanf Farm recently signed a cooperation agree-
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www.hanffarm.com
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At-a-Glance
Profile: Specialist in cannabidiol (CBD) extraction, production and worldwide marketing of
hemp-based cannabinoids and
cannabidiol-containing products.
Producer of bulk cannabidiol-rich
hemp extracts, CBD oils and CBD
isolate for the food, cosmetics,
nutraceutical and pharmaceutical
industries. Own-brand CBD aroma
and cosmetics products.
CEO: Joscha Krauss
Founded: 2014
Headquarters: Düsseldorf, Germany
CONTACT:
info@medicalhemp.com
medicalhemp.com

Joscha Krauss, CEO of MH medical hemp

MH medical hemp strongly
positioned as rules advance

A

s the regulatory system for cannabinoids
turing processes, products and technical
in Europe advances, MH medical hemp
services for the pharmaceutical industry.
GmbH is well positioned to serve the
On the wholesale side of the business
medicinal cannabis, CBD and cosmetics markets
MH medical hemp offers hemp wholein Europe and beyond.
plant Co2 extracted CBD oil that features
With the European Court of Justice (ECJ)
the full range of cannabinoids, terpenes,
ruling CBD is not a narcotic and may be freely
flavonoids and phenols from EU certified
traded in EU countries, and recent changes in
hemp. The company’s high-quality CBD
cosmetics safety rules, Düsseldorf-based MH
can be added to a number of products,
medical hemp, a veteran cannabinoids comallowing for the creation of custom CBDpany by European standards,
infused brands simply and
has established internal
effectively.
controls critical to further
Besides its core business
development of large-scale
as a supplier of raw materimanufacturing processes that
als for the nutraceutical/
employ safe and environcosmetics industry, MH
mentally-friendly methods.
medical hemp continues to
That lets MH medical hemp
develop its pharma branch.
keep pace with the market,
The company expanded its
according to Joscha Krauss,
sources for medical mariPhytalize CBD Gold 2% aroma in vials
the company’s CEO.
juana by securing contracts
With a clearer horizon
with two additional Eurofor CBD and other cannabinoids, MH medical
pean suppliers in the past year after having
hemp can put more emphasis on hemp’s potenobtained Wholesale Trading Authorization
tial in its portfolio. The company continues to
for human medicinal products as well as
probe hemp’s potential uses in skincare products,
a Narcotic Drug License. That gives the
recently joining with the Technical University
company a strong foothold in Germany’s
of Braunschweig to apply for R&D funding
medical marijuana sector, where demand
from ProPharm, a German national innovation
is strong, and prescriptions are covered by
platform that is supporting development of the
insurance companies.
pharmaceutical supply chain. The joint project
In other recent developments, MH medical
would look at hemp’s potential in cosmetics for
hemp GmbH has added CBD Gold 2% in
use on stressed skin.
oil as a natural flavouring preperation to its
ProPharm is funded by the German Federal
Phytalize line of products. The Phytalize portMinistry for Economic Affairs and Energy as
folio also includes a face cream, balsam and
part of the Central Innovation Program, which
body lotion, all of which incorporate CBD
supports SMEs that are advancing manufacinto the formulas.
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HEMPHOLDING > Milestones 1995 – 2021

Highlights in the development of HempHolding companies
1995

2007

2014
• Existing organic farming operations come under the Hanf
Farm GmbH name.

• HanfHaus
Düsseldorf
founded as a
retail store.

1996
• First farming operations established as precursor to Hanf
Farm GmbH.

1999
• Daniel Kruse becomes Sales

Director and Co-Shareholder of
HanfHaus GmbH in Berlin.

2001

HEMP FACTORY
• Rebecca Kruse joins Hempro Int.
• Hempro Int. expands its into
branded food products.

2008
• Hempro Int. launches its
own The Hemp Line brand of
clothing.

• MH medical hemp GmbH is
founded in Berlin for the distribution of CBD products.

2015

2004
• Hempro Int. strengthens distribution of clothing and textiles
in Germany and Europe.

2018

• Hemp Factory receives HACCP
and GMP+ certification .
• MH medical hemp gets a safe room
built into its Düsseldorf warehouse.

2019

• Rebecca Kruse joins the management board of Hempro Int. as
Co-CEO

2003

• Hempro Int. launches The
Hemp Line cosmetics brand.

• Hemp Factory GmbH is founded; cleaning, dehulling and
protein machines are installed
for hemp food production.

• Hempro Int. is certified according
to HACCP, ISO 9001 and GMP+.
• Hemp Factory establishes food
and feed production.
• MH medical hemp begins planning of BtM approval and GMP
certification.

2009

• Hempro International (Hempro
Int.) founded as a distributor,
wholesaler and online shop.
• Hempro Int. adds hemp clothing for distribution in Germany
and Europe.

• Hempro Int. acquires assets
in the hemp food raw material
business.

2017

• Hempro Int. launches The
Hemp Line brand underwear
collection.
• Hempro International‘s legal
form is changed to Hempro
International GmbH & Co. KG.

(Hempro Int.).

2012

• Hanf Farm moves operations to
Melz, in the state of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern.

2020
• Hanf Farm develops and builds
the MultiCombine HC 3400
hemp harvester.

2016

• Hanf Farm founds an enterprise for Agricultural and Forestry
Operations with up to 1.000 ha.
• Hemp Factory purchases and
installs additional oil presses.

2005

• Hempro Int. launches food
products under the HANF
FARM brand.

• Hempro Int. becomes licence
partner of the PURE brand for
bags and accessories.

• The HempConsult GmbH
advisory firm is founded.
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• Hempro Int. acquires the PURE
brand of hemp-textile accessories.
• Hemp Factory purchases
second protein machine.

• MH medical hemp debuts
„Phytalize“ CBD cosmetics line,
and launches „Phytalize“ food
flavouring preparations.
• MH medical hemp receives GDD
certification and narcotics license.

2021
• Conversion of Hempro International GmbH & Co. KG into
Hempro International GmbH.

www.hempro.com

www.pure-bags.com

PURE
original
hemp bags
since
1995
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